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National Home Celebrates 85th Birthday 
 

On January 13
th

, the VFW National Home for Children 

celebrated its 85
th

 Birthday! The momentous occasion brought 

people from across the country to honor the rich tradition of the 

National Home and its years of service to our veteran and 

active-duty military children and families. 

 

VFW Commander-in-Chief Tommy Tradewell, Ladies 

Auxiliary National President Jan Tittle, the National Home 

Board of Trustees along with 200 guests filled the Home’s 

Community Center for a birthday party unlike any other at the 

National Home!  

 

The 85
th

 birthday celebration was a traditional children’s 

birthday party with balloons, hats, games, and of course, cake and ice cream. Remarks from Tradewell, Tittle, 

Board President Raymond Warren and National Home Executive Director Patrice Green reminded everyone of the 

National Home’s important mission to care for, love and serve the 

children and families of our veterans.  

 

At the birthday party, the National Home received a wonderful gift. 

National President Jan Tittle spearheaded a campaign to buy a new, 

much needed mini-bus for the Home. The success of the campaign, 

due to the hard work of the Ladies Auxiliary (and some VFW 

members, too!), allowed Tittle to surprise the guests by announcing 

the mini-bus had been purchased and was outside for everyone to 

see. The new bus was toured by all amid great excitement and truly 

put the icing on the festive evening.  

 

Commander Tradewell had a further surprise for attendees – announcing 

a special flag project. Trustees of the Home will work to obtain a state 

flag from each VFW department for display in the National Home’s 

Community Center. 

 

Of course, what would a birthday party be without the traditional 

birthday song? National Home Buddy Poppy Child Beau Yabs wheeled 

out a larger-than-life birthday cake, while the National Home Patriot 

Chorus led everyone in song.  

 

The National Home thanks everyone who attended and made this special night possible and is grateful for 

everyone that has honored veterans and active-duty military by providing their children and families help and hope 

since 1925. 
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Mini -Bus Update 

 As of January 21, $115,000 

in donations has been 

received by the National 

Home for the min-bus 

 The National Home is still 

accepting gifts for the mini-

bus to help cover any 

ongoing transportation costs 

such as gas, insurance, 

maintenance, etc. 

 The new mini-bus will be on 

display in the exhibit hall at 

national convention August 

2010 in Indianapolis 

 The National Home needed 

the mini-bus because of a 

new Michigan state law 

 At the beginning of July, the 

children will vote on their 

two favorite key chains to 

be used for the mini-bus 

keys. The two winning key 

chains, the rest of the keys 

and all of the birthday 

cards will be on display at 

national convention.                                                                                                                    

 

Happy Birthday National Home! 

 

National Home getting Close  

to Campbell Soup Label Mini -van  
 

The National Home may have just gotten a 

wonderful mini-bus for their 85
th

 Birthday, but that 

doesn’t mean we don’t need mini-vans anymore. So 

grab your bowls, clip your UPC codes and keep 

eating that soup, the VFW National Home for 

Children is once again closing in on a new mini-van. 
 

The National Home currently has 1,272,351 points 

from UPC codes and needs 1,600,000 for a new van. 

We only need 327,649 more! With some hard work, it’ll be no time until 

the children of the National Home are shuttled around for educational, 

charitable and enjoyable activities. The National Home hopes to have the 

new mini-van by June 1, 2010. 
 

This mini-van will help the National Home in transporting individuals and 

small groups of children to school and church activities, sports practices, 

dance and music lessons and doctor appointments.  
 

Please remember that you no longer need to clip the entire label, all that is 

needed is the UPC (barcode). This can be found on the back of the product 

near the bottom. While many products are worth one point, there are 

several products worth five points. For a list of eligible products, please 

visit www.labelsforeducation.com 
 

2010 Pins have Arrived 
 

The 2010 pin has a summer scene continuing the 

seasonal series and can be purchased for $2.00. 
 

2008 started the series with a winter scene, 2009 

displayed a spring scene and 2011 will round out the series with a fall scene. 
 

Make sure you collect all four. 
 

To place your order for pins, contact the Marketing & Development Department 

at 800.424.8360 or info@vfwnationalhome.org 

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/

