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Children Giddy for Cootie Fun

Anticipation has reached an-éiine
high at the VFW National Homfer
~ Children The kics6excitement has

- bubbled over as Christmas lights are
strungabout the campus and
decorative trees illuminate their
living rooms, all of which only
heightens their eagerness for one of
their favorite celebrations all year.

That6 sght! Cootie Christmas mania has struck
the National Home once again!

Christmas mgbe on December 25, but for the National Ho
children, it all starts with Cootie Christmasom December
11-12, National Home residentelebrated Christmasgith
friends, family, lights, gifts and Mr. Claus hieig

Wide-Eyed Children in awe of the
Fire-Truck Riding Santa

The annual Cootie Christmas celebration kicked off

on a cold and chilly Friday nighbn Decembed 1,

Mr. Claus and his helpers from VFW District 8 of

Michigan hopped aboard fire trucks to deliver

packages to all the children oktiNational Home.

The lights and sirens announced the elves arrival at

each home delivering gifts and warm wishes for the

holiday. Children jumpedsquealednd even leapt off

the porch into Salddfands ar ms
his VFW helpers made spekdeliveries.
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Kids get Cootie Crazy at Christmas Party

Christmas fun spilled into the

following day as the National Home

celebrated the annual Cootie Christmas

and Florida fAPicnic 1in
TheCootie® endl ess Chri stm
providedfor a day of fun éstivities.

The annuakventwasheld in the

Nat i onal Homeds Communi
andfeatured a delicious meal,
Christmassongsanda craft sale

Of course, the man in red stole the
show, as only he can do, lighting

the faces of the children and spreading
his joy. The kids shrieked in
excitement aSantamade his grand
appearangeSanta handed out generous gifts fromQ@oeties each child getting a turn tehisper

into his ear what they wanted for Christmas.

Thiswas the 8% year the Military Order of the Cootie and the
Military Order of the Cootie Auxiliaryprought Christmas
cheer to the families at the National HomMOC Supreme
Commander, Maurice Theriac and MOCA Supreme Presidg
Pam Hamiltorjoined theMOC Grand of Michigarand MOC
Grand of Floriddeadershipalong with Cooties from across
the nationto bring Christmas to the National Home resident

The staff andchildren of the VFW
National Home greatly appreciate the
warmth and friendship of such a
special group of people. The children
will forever hold the memories of this
Christmas experierce unique to the
National Home!
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Hard Work Pays off for the Kid s of the National Home

ATi s Better t doThsoldaedadelpraved tiReoncei v e
again duri ng t %aataShapthe annualleveriia me 6 s
wonderful opportunity for the children of the National Home to see

how it feels to give gifts tothers over the Christmas holiday

Throughouthe year, the kids participaite community service

activities,such as visiting at the Battle Creek VA Hospital, raking

leaves, assisting with Christmas decorations for the campus buildings,

making items for the craft sale at Christmas time,Adtof their

community involvement hours amacked and come Christsiame,

theycamus e t hose ear nedembfomthesSanteo Apur cl
Shop foranyoneexceptthemselves.

Shopping for that Perfect Gift!

The items at Santja Shop are fApricedo
with minutes instead of money. A

purchase can be made anywhere from
15 minutes for themaller items to 4 Games Galore!!!!
hours for nicer items.

Thiswonderful progranencourages
community service as the more hours yawe banked, the more items yoay purchase. The Santa Shop
items come from our generous donors throughout the year. This is a fureegpdar the childrerelping
them learn the power of giving to not only their friends and family, but the community as well.

The Toy Man Cometh

Videogames, iPods and computers
Do real toys exist anymore? You bet
they do! Thanks to R.J. Scheffel
Memorial Toy Projectthe kids of the
VFW National Home for Children
received a bundle of olthshioned
wooden toys.

Larry Koster, of the noiprofit toy
organization, delivered the toys himself to the kids in the nur3éey
children clamored amorijemselves for a turn to play with the wooden trucks and trains, proving
that kids today still hold a special place in their heart for the traditional toys many of us grew up
playing with.

Special Thanks to Larry Koster and everyone else involved witR.th&cheffel Memorial Toy
Project for donating these toys and bringing joy to the National Home kids.
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