The Update e

A newsletter from the VFW National Home for Children

* 3573 S. Waverly Road, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 * vfwnationalhome.org * (800) 424-8360 *

Introducingthe 20091 2010
Buddy Poppy, Beau Yabs

Beau Yabgegan his tour as Buddy Poppy with a bang.
The young 16yearold resident of the National Home
addressed thousands of people at the VFW National
Convention inPhoenix Ariz.

In hisfirst ever appearance as Buddyppg and
surprisingly calm givethe circumstanceg&eaugave
speeches and participated in convention activities while
serving as a representative for the Home.

The National Home is proud of Beau and the job he did i
Phoeni x. Wedre excited to e your
in store as this year 0s Bu dBdau Ydbogwvesirst official speech at

VFW National Conention in Phoenix, AZ.

Chorus Wowd4 10" VFW National
ConventionGoers

Seven members of the Patriots Chorus, along with Natiorfi
Home staff members Brian Lorente and MiBiytke ‘
performedfor thousands of VFW and Ladies Auxiliary
members at the conventi ong
t he National H o me MMaitaryMarderkos
the Cootie National Convention Opening Session.

ThePatriot
Chorus did

’ a great job
' at conventionApparently, all of that harwork and
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practice really paioff for the young residents.

These hardworking young people enjoyeéeting and
‘2 thanking all of the Ladies Auxiliary and VFW members
/0 they met at convention.
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Several residents and alumni of the
VFW National Home for Children
took some time this summer to
travel across the country sharing a
simple message. That simple
message has been thanks. Childre
and Alumni from the National
Home visitedvariousPostsand

) Departments across the country to
thank members, share their educational and enriching experiences, and discuss
the impact the Home has had on their lives.

During the summer months, residents, alumni, and staff attended and spoke at the Departmelnitgant, Mic
New York, and New Jersey conventions. Each representative of the National Home shared heartwarming
stories as they captured the hearts of the attendees.

Alumni discussed the impact the National Home had on their development
in becoming the persahey are today. Alumni, residents, and staff of the
National informed the audience of the various programs and activities taking
place on campus, actiies that support the social aaducational

development of the childremhile also providing benefit® the

community Marie Strefling finished her memorable time as the 220@9

Buddy Poppy, with a heartwarming
speech at the Michigan Conventio i S

The summer also ushered in somegss
enjoyable and memorable trips. ;
Residents of the National Home
enjoyed tripgo Cedar Point and L
Mi chigan Advent (% } :‘
Parks. Members of Sandusky VFW Post 2529, Michigan Cootle
and American Legion Post 460 organized and funded these tripg

The warm temperatures of summer is the time for many young campus membeilisifafgmimeducational
and community serviceork and to share these experiences with otiard, of course, there are always fun
times sprinkled in.

The National Home isxtremely proud of ityoung representatives who spent time educating others about
the important programs and services apgortunitiesoffered by the VFW National Home for Children.
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Summelikickedoff with Michigan Day

On July 26 Commander Dave Hutson and Department Praside

Jan Meyers led a delegation of over 400 visitors to the campus
where they joined the staff and residedotsa day of food, fun

andc el ebration of the Depart men:
support.

The National Homeame alive with th bustle of peopland
activities as membeftcked to the campus for a fun filled day
of celebrationResidents and visitors enjoyed hayrides, a petting
zoo, fishing contest, a giablow up slide, andames enticing
manywith prizes.Visitors guided themselves avalkingtours of theNational Home cafus, including

stops to the Michigahlouses, Guest Lodge, Chapel, Nursery, Fire Barn and Museum.

Thedayconcluded with @rogram and meal inside the gym
where the 20089 Buddy Poppy Marie Streflingd the crowd
in the Pledge of Allegiance. The National Home Chorus led the
group in singing the National Anthem. The Department >
Commander and President then expressed their support of the
National Home, followed by words of thanks and appreciatio
by Naional Home District 7 Trustee, Jim Goldsmith, and
Executive Director Patrice Greelt.was a great day of fuand
generosity.

The fun umbledon into Ohio Day

On August 1, the ground trembled as a caravan of 91 cars and
four charter buses rumbledeihway onto the campus for the
annual Ohio Day.

The campus was alive thiactivity throughout the dags

residents and guests celebrated the impact that the state of Ohio
has on the National Home. There were hayrides, &0igles,

bi ngo, and childrends games. G
the campus, as well as the Ohio Home.

After a morning of furand games, afjathered irthe
gym for a delicious lunch of hotdogs and Hamrgers.
Following lunch, Ohio VFW and Léies Auxiliary
members along with National Home staff and residents
participated in a recognition and appreciation progran.
20082009 Buddy Poppy Marie Strefling led the group
in the Pledge of Allegiance, which was followed by
remarks fromCommandedohnsa, President
Klaameyer, Digict 4 Trustee Roger TayloExecutive
DirectorPatrice Greem\HC Jack Uber, VBEC Sandy
Bauer and Ohio Day Chairman Connie Adams.

The staff and residents are truly appreciative of the generosity expressed from everyoee initblthis
special day
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